FLIEGERHORST——“Hanau GCA,
this is Army 64415, departing Char-
ley Beacon inbound to Hanau Bea-
_ con at this tlme, heading 030 at
2500 feet.” 2

“Roger, Army 64415, continue
heading 030, maintain 2500 feet.”

With these words another bad
weather landing instrument ap-
proach and landing begins, handled
by the Hanau GCA.

GCA stands for Gound Control
Approach, and it is an all-weather
radar station that assists aircraft
desiring to make a landing when
bad weather forces the pilot toland
with instrument control only. He
cannot see the ground.

After the pilot asks for GCA as-
sistance, the radar operator jdenti-

fies the aircraft by asking the pilot

to make a turn of greater than 90
degrees. This maneuver enables the
GGA operator to distinguish be-
tween the plane he must guide in
and a myriad of other “bhps on
his screen.

When the aircraft is identified
the radar operator then glves the
pilot instructions on ‘how to bring
the plane onto the glide path of
the air field. :

In doing this, the GCA operator
utilizes a line that is visible on his
radar scope. This line marks the

glide path to the end of the run-

way in use. ‘He can then tell the
pilot how high or low, how far to !
the right or left, he must go to be &
“‘on target.” $

Once the aircraft has been gulded
to the end of the runway, the GCA
tells the pilot to take over and
visuallyland the plane. =

In addition to assisting zixrcraft
to make a safe landing, the GCA
operators of the 503d  Ayn Bn haye
the responsibility of keeping mili-
tary flights separvate from commer-
cial flights from Frankfurt Rhine-
Main Air Post. This is due to the
fact that the ghde paths of the
Hanau Army Air Field lie at a low:
er altitude but directly in the glide §
path of the Rhine-Main Air Porf;

This necessitates very close co- &

|
|

‘operation with the approach and

¢ departure controllers of Frankfurt

on all Instrument Rlight Require- £
. ment (IEFR) flights arriving at or i
- leaving Hanau Army-Air Field.

‘The Hanau Army Air Rield GCA
has had an accident-free" existence |

since its birth  two years ago. A [&

record like this is important to

‘maintain the GCA’s Federal Aero-

nautical Administration Certifica-

& tion.
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in a plané with Ground Control Approach,

The certification requires the
GCA crew to have a minimum of
200 IFR flights a month and re-
quires each operator to handle 25
runs a month to maintain his per-
sonal certification.

The GCA facilities of Hanau
Army Air Field are operated by
four men of the 503d Avn Bn. Sp5
Walter J. McCleery is the Section
TLeader and senior GCA' operator.
The other operators are: Sp5 Alvin
L. Dehart, Sp5 Herbert H. Freder-
icks and Sp4 Harold O. Hooker.

To become a GCA operator, these
men have attended a course given
by the US Air Force at Keesler &
AFB, Miss. :

The course, lasting for 22 weeks,
covers radar and air field tows
operations and air route traffl
control procedure.




