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during the year, 10 of them fatally.

The damaged helicopters  that go
down cither are repaired on the spot
or retrieved and ferried out by a Sikorsky
CH-37 (AW&ST May 10, p. 108),
The wounded are flown’ out in the UH-
1Bs participating in the lift of by heli-
copters from a special medica] evacu-
ation detachment with unjts at Soc
Trang in the delta and Tan Son Nhut
air base near Saigon.

When flying into an area under fire,
the medical evacuation UH-1Bs nor-
mally are accompanied by armed helj-
copters, sometimes as many as six, If it
Is a night mission, a helicopter equipped
to drop flares also is dispatched. At
night, the evacuation helicopters are
guided down by the winking signals of
a flashlight—and sometimes the flash-
light is in the hands of the Viet Cong.

e helicopters are painted with 4 large
red cross on a white background on
either side of the fuselage, but it has
little effect on the general reception.
“We really get peppered when we go
in,” says one pilot,

Over-all, the Army has about 500 iy
craft in South Vietnam distributed
among five battalions and a provisional
company.

Here’s the breakdown:
® 13th Aviation Btn. headquartered at
Can Tho in the delta to support the
4th Corps. The 13th has two air mobile
companies at Vinh Long and another
at Soc Trang. The battalion com-
mander, is the senior American Aviation
advisor to the commander of the 4th
Corps.
® 145th Aviation Btn. Headquartered at
Tan Son Nhut for the support of the
3rd Corps. The 145th has two helicop-
ter companies at Tan Sop Nhut plus
another two at nearby Bienr Hoa., The
120th Aviation Co., at Tan Son Nhut
is a general support unit with three pla-
toons of “Slicks” and one “Cobra” pla-
toon. It participates in large helicopter
troop lifts but also has the mission of
flying officials around the country. The
197th Co. at Tan Son Nhut until re-
cently had only armed helicopters and
was used exclusively to provide addi-
tional firepower for other companies,
Because of the need for additional
troop-carrying helicopters, however,
some of its UH-1Bs recently have been
converted to “Slicks.”
® 52nd Aviation Btn. At Pleiku to sup-
port the 2nd Corps. The battalion has
an air mobile company and an air lift
platoon at Pleiku, a company at Quj
Nhon and an air lift platoon at Nha
Trang.
® Provisional aviation company at Dga
Nang composed of approximately 12
armed UH-1Bs for the escort of g Ma-
rine Corps Sikorsky UH-34 squadron
that supplies the Ist Corps with its
troop-lift capability. Marines currently
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have no armed helicopters of their
own. Some may be converted to this
configuration, however.
° 14th Aviation Btn. located at Nha
Trang equipped with de Havilland
CV-2 Caribou transport aircraft (see
story, p. 78), a company of de Havilland
U-1A Otter utility aircraft used in the
logistics support ‘network for the re-
supply of U.S. Army Special Forces’
camps in Vietnam, a platoon of Cessna
O-1 observation aircraft and a direct
support maintenance company, The air-
craft of the 14th are used primarily in
support of Ist and 2nd Corps.
® 765th Transportation Bin. At Vung
Tau east of Saigon with Caribous and
an O-1 company Plus the 73rd Aviation
Co. equipped with the Grumman OV-]
Mohawk ‘reconnaissance aircraft. The
Mohawk, which also could be used in 2
close-support role, is used here primarily
for surveillance to avoid a roles-and-
missions conflict with the Air Force,
It does carry 12 2.75-in. rockets under
each wing to provide counterfire if at-
tacked from the ground. The 765th also
has responsibility for the major mainte.
nance of the Army aircraft located in
Vietnam.

For pre-planned helicopter troop lift
missions, the original planning normally
begins at regimental level. Formal re-

quest for approval of the mission and
the assignment of the necessary helicop-
ters is forwarded through South Vietna.
MESE army channels to division, At this
point, it is reviewed by the liaison officer
from the aviation battalion assigned to
the area, where jts feasibility and pri-
ority are reviewed,

If approved here, the written request
is sent to the battalion operations offi-
Cer, providing as much advance notice
as possible plus the approximate num-
ber of helicopters that will be required
and the area of operation,

The battalion operations officer, a for-
ward air controller and the responsible
South Vietnamese ground commander
Plus his American advisor conduct a co-
ordinating conference and make a re-
connaissance of the possible landing
zones plus others in hopes of confusing
the Viet Cong. The O-] pilot, whose
aircraft will precede the helicopters to
the landing zone and thep vector them
onto the target, also may be called upon
to accompany the reconnaissance party.

After the Teconnaissance, a firm oper-
ational plan is drafted by the battalion
and sent in written form to the ground
units -concerned, advising them of the
time the helicopters will be available for
the mission and the staging area where
they will pick up their troop loads,

These include:

somebody else will before it reaches us.”

They've thrown the catalogue away.”
® Shortage of tracer ammunition. Pilots

Peacetime Procedures Cause Complaints

Saigon—Need for additional close-support aircraft, an improved air-request network
and better means of communications between Air F. orce and ground units (see story,
P- 48) are among the major complaints listed by U.S. officials here. Although gen-
erally satisfied with the logistics backup they are receiving, they have other complaints,

® Reliance on peacetime procedures that bog down under wartime conditions. “The
big problem is trying to make peacetim
official. “We can’t get what we need usi
requests [for equipment] have to go back to
and then it may come over here from anywhere.”
Another harassed commander complains,
over here, by the time my request works its way through the channels and gets ap-
proved, I'll either be gone or I won’t need him any more.”
® Related problem of receiving equipment taken from other operational units outside
South Vietnam—one that stems from a shortage of some items in the U. S, inventory
plus Defense Dept.’s attempt to keep its forces in South Vietnam fully equipped.
“When you get 2 piece of electronics gear
going to give you the worst piece they have,”
here, who adds: “and, sometimes they will have cannabilized that. . . . If they don’t,

¢ procedures work over here,” says one
g peacetime programing procedures. The

® Appearance of some obsolete ground-support equipment for which no spares can
be readily found. One officer, who says he is Pleased with most of the equipment
received by his unit, adds: “There is obsolete equipment here, W hen I couldn’t get
Spares any other way, I have taken the mod numbers and written back to the
company. Sometimes, the equipment is so old, they can’t trace the mod numbers.

of armed Bell UH-1B “Cobra” helicopters
chine guns in order to obtain a continuous
cause of the shortage, present machine gun
1 for every four conventional shells.

would like to use only tracers in their ma
visual fix on the accuracy of their fire, Be
belts for the helicopters contain one trace

the U. S. through channels for Processing,

“If I need a certain type of technician

from another outfit, you know they are
according to one top-ranking officer

25



made to cstablish contact between
Bangkok and the population in remote
areas of the country before it is too late.
With U. S. aid and c¢ncouragement, new
roads arc being built, and mobile prop-
aganda units are taking to the field.

This is one wayv, but it is a slow way,
and a number of American officials be-
lieve that light aircraft with a relatively
high pavload capabilitv such as Navy’s
North American OV-10A counter-in-
surgency (COIN) aircraft now under
prototype development or General Dy-
namics’ Model 48 Charger could pro-
vide a Dbetter, cheaper answer to the
problem.

Capable of carrying a number of
combat-equipped troops, an aircraft
such as the OV-10A or the Charger
could ferrv government medical teams,
agricultural experts and other officials
into remote areas, relving upon its
STOL capability to get into and out of
small, unimproved strips. [ts armament
also could provide some protection if
the aircraft came under sniper fire from
the ground, although Air Force officials
do not believe that it would be capable
of maintaining an acceptable rate of
survivability in a limited war on the
scale of Vietnam.

Other areas where answers are needed
include:

e More effective ordnance or delivery
techniques for jet fighter aircraft attack-
ing major rail heads and bridges built of
steel or reinforced concrete. Although
in some cases results have been ex-

Army/Grumman OV-1 Flies Véét»namm

cellent, Air TForce officials here have
been disappointed with some USAF
strikes against major North Victnam
bridges over the past few wecks. Re-
peated strikes aganst some have been
required to complete the job.

e Better ordnance for usc in air attacks
against enemy positions hidden bencath
the rain forest. Napalm, excellent in
the mangrove regions of the delta to
the south of .Saigon, has proved to
be relatively incffective in the forested
regions to the north. The napalm can-
ister generally is punctured when it
strikes the top of the trees, and the
napalm is then absorbed as it passes
through the lavers of foliage.

o Improved defoliation techniques with
which large tracts of forest suspected of
harboring enemy troops, such as the

-three Viet Cong “safe” areas, can be

stripped bare.

e Major improvements in reconnais-
sance techniques in order to locate the
Viet Cong beneath the jungle. canopv.
The Viet Cong have become masters of
camouflage, and the forest is their allv.
Visual or standard photographic recon-
naissance often is an impossibility, and
the sophisticated sensors of aircraft such
as the McDonnell RF-101 were not
developed with such a role in mind. A
field unit of Defense Dept.’s Advanced
Research Projects Agency located in
Bangkok is working on the problem,
studying infrared and other possible re-
connaissance techniques, but thus far
no effective answer appears to be in

-

Surveillance Mission

sight. For the moment, one of the most
cffective—and hazardous—means of lo-
cating the Viet Cong in the forest is
to place a Cessna O-1A light observa-
tion aircraft above the tree tops flying
a random, loiter pattern.

If the aircraft is fired upon, and if the
pilot or observer can then locate the
source, a potential target has been
found.

e Better means of target marking once
a Viet Cong position has been identi-
fied. Smoke rockets fired from the O-1A
often disappear into the jungle. The
smoke is either dissipated or obscured
by the trees, making it difficult for the
fighter-bomber pilots to obtain a definite
fix on the target.

e Lighter-weight ground-to-air com-
munications units. for use by the for-
ward air controllers.

Despite the problems, the increased
use of air power is having its effect. In
March, the first full month of unre-
strained USAF activity in South Viet-
nam, about 87% of the counted Viet
Cong dead were killed by air strikes.

Brig. Gen. Nguyen Cao Ky, com-
mander of the Vietnamese Air Force
whose 89 Douglas A-1Hs have been un-
der no restrictions in the past, told
AviaTioxn WEEK & SPACE TECHNOLOGY
that “last year statistics showed that a
total of about 12,000 Viet Cong were
killed, 8,000 of them by air.” And, Ky
added, “I know the figure isn’t high,
because it was given to me by the
Army.”
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U. S. Army/Grumman OV-1 Mohawk flies a surveillance mission over the Mckong Delta region of South Victnam, in one of the few pho-
tos showing use of this aircraft in the Vietnam conflict. In addition to photo cquipment, this OV-1 carries rocket pod as external stores.
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