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Increased Traffic Volume

Demands_Area Radar Unit

BY JOHN COOMBES .
Staff Military Writer

No long-stemmed airline hostesses walk its halls,
and the celebrities who pass through its V.I.P. lounge
are soberly dressed in Army green: mostly general

officers, with a smattering
officials.

Even so, Fort Benning’s
Lawson Army Airfield is to-
day the sixth busiest airport
in the nation, and by the end

- of the year may move up to
fifth or even fourth place.

Based on the Federal Avia-
tion Agency’s criteria for
counting ‘“‘operations,” Law-
son, at the end of September,

- ranked just behind New York’s

John F. Kennedy Internation-
al (formerly Idlewild) which
was then the fifth busiest
airport in the nation.

This was a tremendous in-
crease over 1963 when Law-
son counted 260,050 operations
to rank ninth in the nation.
This year, the field counted
some 28,000 operations in June
alone.

Thus, by the end of 1964,
Lawson may rank fifth, per-
haps fourth, in the nation.
And these past, and project-
ed future totals, are exclusive
of the thousands of training
_operations which revolve
around Fort Benning’s six or
eight ‘helicopter pads and fix-
ed wing airstrips used by the
Army’s multi-winged 11th Air
~ Assault Division.

Not only is Lawson’s traf-
fic - volume increasing by
leaps and bounds, but, since
the formation of the Air As-
sault Division in February of
1963, Fort Benning has emerg-
ed as a leading Army avia-
tion center.

Some 650 aircraft of all
types are currently based at

of top Defense Department

limit visibility and incoming
and outgoing aircraft are forc-
ed to operate on instruments.

During periods of poor visi- -
bility, safety measures de-
mand that aircraft be spaced

even further apart which in
turn results in long delays be-
tween incoming and outgoing
flights both of which could be
more speedily and safely han-

‘dled with an area radar con-

trol facility.

The Federal Aviation Agen-
cy has a plan to install a ra-
dar control center to serve
this area, and, with the in-
crease in Lawson’s traffic vol-
ume the Department of the
Army has urged the FAA to
give priority to establishing
the facility. But, the FAAs
plaél has not, so far, material-
ized.
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GO WHEN NEW $5 MILLION AIRFIELD EXPANSION BEGINS AT POST

New Tower and Operations Center Constructed




